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1 Section catchline amended by Pub. L. 109–162 without cor-

responding amendment of chapter analysis.
2 Editorially supplied. Section 2265A added by Pub. L. 109–162 

without corresponding amendment of chapter analysis.

2006—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–248 amended subsec. (c) 

generally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘A 

person who violates subsection (a) or (b), or conspires 

or attempts to do so—

‘‘(1) shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not 

more than 10 years, or both; and 

‘‘(2) if the person has a prior conviction under this 

chapter or chapter 109A, shall be fined under this 

title, imprisoned not more than 20 years, or both.’’

1996—Pub. L. 104–294 renumbered section 2258, relat-

ing to production of sexually explicit depictions of 

minor, as this section. 

§ 2260A. Penalties for registered sex offenders 

Whoever, being required by Federal or other 
law to register as a sex offender, commits a fel-
ony offense involving a minor under section 
1201, 1466A, 1470, 1591, 2241, 2242, 2243, 2244, 2245, 
2251, 2251A, 2260, 2421, 2422, 2423, or 2425, shall be 
sentenced to a term of imprisonment of 10 years 
in addition to the imprisonment imposed for the 
offense under that provision. The sentence im-
posed under this section shall be consecutive to 
any sentence imposed for the offense under that 
provision. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–248, title VII, § 702(a), July 27, 
2006, 120 Stat. 648.)

CHAPTER 110A—DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND 
STALKING 

Sec. 

2261. Interstate domestic violence. 

2261A. Interstate stalking.1

2261B. Enhanced penalty for stalkers of children. 

2262. Interstate violation of protection order. 

2263. Pretrial release of defendant. 
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2265. Full faith and credit given to protection or-

ders. 

2265A Repeat offenders.2

2266. Definitions.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Pub. L. 116–249, § 2(b), Dec. 22, 2020, 134 Stat. 

1126, added item 2261B. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–294, title VI, § 604(a)(1), Oct. 11, 1996, 

110 Stat. 3506, amended analysis by inserting ‘‘Sec.’’ 

above section numbers. 

Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title X, § 1069(b)(3), (c), Sept. 

23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2656, inserted ‘‘AND STALKING’’ after 

‘‘VIOLENCE’’ in chapter heading and added item 2261A. 

§ 2261. Interstate domestic violence 

(a) OFFENSES.—
(1) TRAVEL OR CONDUCT OF OFFENDER.—A per-

son who travels in interstate or foreign com-
merce or enters or leaves Indian country or is 
present within the special maritime and terri-
torial jurisdiction of the United States with 
the intent to kill, injure, harass, or intimidate 
a spouse, intimate partner, or dating partner, 
and who, in the course of or as a result of such 
travel or presence, commits or attempts to 
commit a crime of violence against that 
spouse, intimate partner, or dating partner, 
shall be punished as provided in subsection (b). 

(2) CAUSING TRAVEL OF VICTIM.—A person who 
causes a spouse, intimate partner, or dating 
partner to travel in interstate or foreign com-
merce or to enter or leave Indian country by 
force, coercion, duress, or fraud, and who, in 
the course of, as a result of, or to facilitate 
such conduct or travel, commits or attempts 
to commit a crime of violence against that 
spouse, intimate partner, or dating partner, 
shall be punished as provided in subsection (b).

(b) PENALTIES.—A person who violates this 
section or section 2261A shall be fined under this 
title, imprisoned—

(1) for life or any term of years, if death of 
the victim results; 

(2) for not more than 20 years if permanent 
disfigurement or life threatening bodily injury 
to the victim results; 

(3) for not more than 10 years, if serious bod-
ily injury to the victim results or if the of-
fender uses a dangerous weapon during the of-
fense; 

(4) as provided for the applicable conduct 
under chapter 109A if the offense would con-
stitute an offense under chapter 109A (without 
regard to whether the offense was committed 
in the special maritime and territorial juris-
diction of the United States or in a Federal 
prison); and 

(5) for not more than 5 years, in any other 
case,

or both fined and imprisoned. 
(6) Whoever commits the crime of stalking 

in violation of a temporary or permanent civil 
or criminal injunction, restraining order, no-
contact order, or other order described in sec-
tion 2266 of title 18, United States Code, shall 
be punished by imprisonment for not less than 
1 year. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 40221(a), Sept. 
13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1926; amended Pub. L. 104–201, 
div. A, title X, § 1069(b)(1), (2), Sept. 23, 1996, 110 
Stat. 2656; Pub. L. 106–386, div. B, title I, § 1107(a), 
Oct. 28, 2000, 114 Stat. 1497; Pub. L. 109–162, title 
I, §§ 114(b), 116(a), 117(a), Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 
2988, 2989; Pub. L. 113–4, title I, § 107(a), Mar. 7, 
2013, 127 Stat. 77.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 113–4 inserted ‘‘is 

present’’ after ‘‘Indian country or’’ and ‘‘or presence’’ 

after ‘‘as a result of such travel’’. 
2006—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 109–162, § 117(a), inserted 

‘‘or within the special maritime and territorial juris-

diction of the United States’’ after ‘‘Indian country’’. 
Pub. L. 109–162, § 116(a)(1), which directed substitution 

of ‘‘, intimate partner, or dating partner’’ for ‘‘or inti-

mate partner’’, was executed by making the substi-

tution in two places to reflect the probable intent of 

Congress. 
Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 109–162, § 116(a)(2), which di-

rected substitution of ‘‘, intimate partner, or dating 

partner’’ for ‘‘or intimate partner’’, was executed by 

making the substitution in two places to reflect the 

probable intent of Congress. 
Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 109–162, § 114(b), added par. (6). 
2000—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 106–386 added subsec. (a) and 

struck out heading and text of former subsec. (a). Text 

read as follows: 
‘‘(1) CROSSING A STATE LINE.—A person who travels 

across a State line or enters or leaves Indian country 
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with the intent to injure, harass, or intimidate that 

person’s spouse or intimate partner, and who, in the 

course of or as a result of such travel, intentionally 

commits a crime of violence and thereby causes bodily 

injury to such spouse or intimate partner, shall be pun-

ished as provided in subsection (b). 
‘‘(2) CAUSING THE CROSSING OF A STATE LINE.—A person 

who causes a spouse or intimate partner to cross a 

State line or to enter or leave Indian country by force, 

coercion, duress, or fraud and, in the course or as a re-

sult of that conduct, intentionally commits a crime of 

violence and thereby causes bodily injury to the per-

son’s spouse or intimate partner, shall be punished as 

provided in subsection (b).’’
1996—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–201 inserted ‘‘or section 

2261A’’ after ‘‘this section’’ in introductory provisions 

and substituted ‘‘victim’’ for ‘‘offender’s spouse or inti-

mate partner’’ in pars. (1) to (3).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 113–4, § 4, Mar. 7, 2013, 127 Stat. 64, provided 

that: ‘‘Except as otherwise specifically provided in this 

Act [see Tables for classification], the provisions of ti-

tles I, II, III, IV, VII, and sections 3, 602, 901, and 902 of 

this Act shall not take effect until the beginning of the 

fiscal year following the date of enactment of this Act 

[Mar. 7, 2013].’’

§ 2261A. Stalking 

Whoever—
(1) travels in interstate or foreign commerce 

or is present within the special maritime and 
territorial jurisdiction of the United States, or 
enters or leaves Indian country, with the in-
tent to kill, injure, harass, intimidate, or 
place under surveillance with intent to kill, 
injure, harass, or intimidate another person, 
and in the course of, or as a result of, such 
travel or presence engages in conduct that—

(A) places that person in reasonable fear of 
the death of, or serious bodily injury to—

(i) that person; 
(ii) an immediate family member (as de-

fined in section 115) of that person; 
(iii) a spouse or intimate partner of that 

person; or 
(iv) the pet, service animal, emotional 

support animal, or horse of that person; or

(B) causes, attempts to cause, or would be 
reasonably expected to cause substantial 
emotional distress to a person described in 
clause (i), (ii), or (iii) of subparagraph (A); or

(2) with the intent to kill, injure, harass, in-
timidate, or place under surveillance with in-
tent to kill, injure, harass, or intimidate an-
other person, uses the mail, any interactive 
computer service or electronic communication 
service or electronic communication system of 
interstate commerce, or any other facility of 
interstate or foreign commerce to engage in a 
course of conduct that—

(A) places that person in reasonable fear of 
the death of or serious bodily injury to a 
person, a pet, a service animal, an emotional 
support animal, or a horse described in 
clause (i), (ii), (iii), or (iv) of paragraph 
(1)(A); or 

(B) causes, attempts to cause, or would be 
reasonably expected to cause substantial 
emotional distress to a person described in 
clause (i), (ii), or (iii) of paragraph (1)(A),

shall be punished as provided in section 2261(b) 
or section 2261B, as the case may be. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title X, § 1069(a), 
Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2655; amended Pub. L. 
106–386, div. B, title I, § 1107(b)(1), Oct. 28, 2000, 
114 Stat. 1498; Pub. L. 109–162, title I, § 114(a), 
Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 2987; Pub. L. 113–4, title I, 
§ 107(b), Mar. 7, 2013, 127 Stat. 77; Pub. L. 115–334, 
title XII, § 12502(a)(1), Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 4982; 
Pub. L. 116–249, § 2(c), Dec. 22, 2020, 134 Stat. 
1126.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Pub. L. 116–249 substituted ‘‘section 2261(b) or 

section 2261B, as the case may be’’ for ‘‘section 2261(b) 

of this title’’ in concluding provisions. 
2018—Par. (1)(A)(iv). Pub. L. 115–334, § 12502(a)(1)(A), 

added cl. (iv). 
Par. (2)(A). Pub. L. 115–334, § 12502(a)(1)(B), inserted 

‘‘, a pet, a service animal, an emotional support ani-

mal, or a horse’’ after ‘‘to a person’’ and substituted 

‘‘(iii), or (iv)’’ for ‘‘or (iii)’’. 
2013—Pub. L. 113–4 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section related to stalking. 
2006—Pub. L. 109–162 amended section catchline and 

text generally, revising and restating former provisions 

relating to stalking so as to include surveillance with 

intent to kill, injure, harass, or intimidate which re-

sults in substantial emotional distress to a person 

within the purview of the offense proscribed. 
2000—Pub. L. 106–386 reenacted section catchline 

without change and amended text generally. Prior to 

amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘Whoever travels 

across a State line or within the special maritime and 

territorial jurisdiction of the United States with the 

intent to injure or harass another person, and in the 

course of, or as a result of, such travel places that per-

son in reasonable fear of the death of, or serious bodily 

injury (as defined in section 1365(g)(3) of this title) to, 

that person or a member of that person’s immediate 

family (as defined in section 115 of this title) shall be 

punished as provided in section 2261 of this title.’’

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 113–4 not effective until the 

beginning of the fiscal year following Mar. 7, 2013, see 

section 4 of Pub. L. 113–4, set out as a note under sec-

tion 2261 of this title. 

§ 2261B. Enhanced penalty for stalkers of chil-
dren 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b), if the victim of an offense under sec-
tion 2261A is under the age of 18 years, the max-
imum imprisonment for the offense is 5 years 
greater than the maximum term of imprison-
ment otherwise provided for that offense in sec-
tion 2261. 

(b) LIMITATION.—Subsection (a) shall not apply 
to a person who violates section 2261A if—

(1) the person is subject to a sentence under 
section 2261(b)(5); and 

(2)(A) the person is under the age of 18 at the 
time the offense occurred; or 

(B) the victim of the offense is not less than 
15 nor more than 17 years of age and not more 
than 3 years younger than the person who 
committed the offense at the time the offense 
occurred. 

(Added Pub. L. 116–249, § 2(a), Dec. 22, 2020, 134 
Stat. 1126.) 
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§ 2262. Interstate violation of protection order 

(a) OFFENSES.—
(1) TRAVEL OR CONDUCT OF OFFENDER.—A per-

son who travels in interstate or foreign com-
merce, or enters or leaves Indian country or is 
present within the special maritime and terri-
torial jurisdiction of the United States, with 
the intent to engage in conduct that violates 
the portion of a protection order that pro-
hibits or provides protection against violence, 
threats, or harassment against, contact or 
communication with, or physical proximity 
to, another person or the pet, service animal, 
emotional support animal, or horse of that 
person, or that would violate such a portion of 
a protection order in the jurisdiction in which 
the order was issued, and subsequently en-
gages in such conduct, shall be punished as 
provided in subsection (b). 

(2) CAUSING TRAVEL OF VICTIM.—A person who 
causes another person to travel in interstate 
or foreign commerce or to enter or leave In-
dian country by force, coercion, duress, or 
fraud, and in the course of, as a result of, or to 
facilitate such conduct or travel engages in 
conduct that violates the portion of a protec-
tion order that prohibits or provides protec-
tion against violence, threats, or harassment 
against, contact or communication with, or 
physical proximity to, another person or the 
pet, service animal, emotional support animal, 
or horse of that person, or that would violate 
such a portion of a protection order in the ju-
risdiction in which the order was issued, shall 
be punished as provided in subsection (b).

(b) PENALTIES.—A person who violates this 
section shall be fined under this title, impris-
oned—

(1) for life or any term of years, if death of 
the victim results; 

(2) for not more than 20 years if permanent 
disfigurement or life threatening bodily injury 
to the victim results; 

(3) for not more than 10 years, if serious bod-
ily injury to the victim results or if the of-
fender uses a dangerous weapon during the of-
fense; 

(4) as provided for the applicable conduct 
under chapter 109A if the offense would con-
stitute an offense under chapter 109A (without 
regard to whether the offense was committed 
in the special maritime and territorial juris-
diction of the United States or in a Federal 
prison); and 

(5) for not more than 5 years, in any other 
case, including any case in which the offense 
is committed against a pet, service animal, 
emotional support animal, or horse,

or both fined and imprisoned. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 40221(a), Sept. 
13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1927; amended Pub. L. 104–201, 
div. A, title X, § 1069(b)(2), Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 
2656; Pub. L. 104–294, title VI, § 605(d), Oct. 11, 
1996, 110 Stat. 3509; Pub. L. 106–386, div. B, title 
I, § 1107(c), Oct. 28, 2000, 114 Stat. 1498; Pub. L. 
109–162, title I, § 117(b), Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 2989; 
Pub. L. 113–4, title I, § 107(c), Mar. 7, 2013, 127 
Stat. 78; Pub. L. 115–334, title XII, § 12502(a)(2), 
Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 4982.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 115–334, § 12502(a)(2)(A)(i), 

inserted ‘‘or the pet, service animal, emotional support 

animal, or horse of that person’’ after ‘‘another per-

son’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 115–334, § 12502(a)(2)(A)(ii), in-

serted ‘‘or the pet, service animal, emotional support 

animal, or horse of that person’’ after ‘‘proximity to, 

another person’’. 

Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 115–334, § 12502(a)(2)(B), inserted 

‘‘including any case in which the offense is committed 

against a pet, service animal, emotional support ani-

mal, or horse,’’ after ‘‘in any other case,’’. 

2013—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 113–4, which directed 

amendment of subsec. (a)(2) by inserting ‘‘is present’’ 

after ‘‘Indian country or’’, was executed by making the 

insertion in subsec. (a)(1) to reflect the probable intent 

of Congress. 

2006—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 109–162 inserted ‘‘or with-

in the special maritime and territorial jurisdiction of 

the United States’’ after ‘‘Indian country’’. 

2000—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 106–386 added subsec. (a) and 

struck out heading and text of former subsec. (a). Text 

read as follows: 

‘‘(1) CROSSING A STATE LINE.—A person who travels 

across a State line or enters or leaves Indian country 

with the intent to engage in conduct that—

‘‘(A)(i) violates the portion of a protection order 

that involves protection against credible threats of 

violence, repeated harassment, or bodily injury to the 

person or persons for whom the protection order was 

issued; or 

‘‘(ii) would violate this subparagraph if the conduct 

occurred in the jurisdiction in which the order was 

issued; and 

‘‘(B) subsequently engages in such conduct, 

shall be punished as provided in subsection (b). 

‘‘(2) CAUSING THE CROSSING OF A STATE LINE.—A person 

who causes a spouse or intimate partner to cross a 

State line or to enter or leave Indian country by force, 

coercion, duress, or fraud, and, in the course or as a re-

sult of that conduct, intentionally commits an act that 

injures the person’s spouse or intimate partner in vio-

lation of a valid protection order issued by a State 

shall be punished as provided in subsection (b).’’

1996—Subsec. (a)(1)(A)(ii). Pub. L. 104–294 substituted 

‘‘violate this subparagraph’’ for ‘‘violate subparagraph 

(A)’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1) to (3). Pub. L. 104–201 substituted ‘‘vic-

tim’’ for ‘‘offender’s spouse or intimate partner’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2013 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 113–4 not effective until the 

beginning of the fiscal year following Mar. 7, 2013, see 

section 4 of Pub. L. 113–4, set out as a note under sec-

tion 2261 of this title. 

§ 2263. Pretrial release of defendant 

In any proceeding pursuant to section 3142 for 
the purpose of determining whether a defendant 
charged under this chapter shall be released 
pending trial, or for the purpose of determining 
conditions of such release, the alleged victim 
shall be given an opportunity to be heard re-
garding the danger posed by the defendant. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 40221(a), Sept. 
13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1928.) 

§ 2264. Restitution 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 3663 
or 3663A, and in addition to any other civil or 
criminal penalty authorized by law, the court 
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1 So in original. Probably should not be capitalized. 

shall order restitution for any offense under this 
chapter. 

(b) SCOPE AND NATURE OF ORDER.—
(1) DIRECTIONS.—The order of restitution 

under this section shall direct the defendant 
to pay the victim (through the appropriate 
court mechanism) the full amount of the vic-
tim’s losses as determined by the court pursu-
ant to paragraph (2). 

(2) ENFORCEMENT.—An order of restitution 
under this section shall be issued and enforced 
in accordance with section 3664 in the same 
manner as an order under section 3663A. 

(3) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this sub-
section, the term ‘‘full amount of the victim’s 
losses’’ includes any costs incurred by the vic-
tim for—

(A) medical services relating to physical, 
psychiatric, or psychological care; 

(B) physical and occupational therapy or 
rehabilitation; 

(C) necessary transportation, temporary 
housing, and child care expenses; 

(D) lost income; 
(E) attorneys’ fees, plus any costs incurred 

in obtaining a civil protection order; 
(F) veterinary services relating to physical 

care for the victim’s pet, service animal, 
emotional support animal, or horse; and 

(G) any other losses suffered by the victim 
as a proximate result of the offense.

(4) ORDER MANDATORY.—(A) The issuance of a 
restitution order under this section is manda-
tory. 

(B) A court may not decline to issue an order 
under this section because of—

(i) the economic circumstances of the de-
fendant; or 

(ii) the fact that a victim has, or is enti-
tled to, receive compensation for his or her 
injuries from the proceeds of insurance or 
any other source.

(c) VICTIM DEFINED.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘victim’’ means the individual 
harmed as a result of a commission of a crime 
under this chapter, including, in the case of a 
victim who is under 18 years of age, incom-
petent, incapacitated, or deceased, the legal 
guardian of the victim or representative of the 
victim’s estate, another family member, or any 
other person appointed as suitable by the court, 
but in no event shall the defendant be named as 
such representative or guardian. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 40221(a), Sept. 
13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1928; amended Pub. L. 104–132, 
title II, § 205(d), Apr. 24, 1996, 110 Stat. 1231; Pub. 
L. 115–334, title XII, § 12502(a)(3), Dec. 20, 2018, 132 
Stat. 4983.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (b)(3)(F), (G). Pub. L. 115–334 added sub-

par. (F) and redesignated former subpar. (F) as (G). 
1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–132, § 205(d)(1), inserted 

‘‘or 3663A’’ after ‘‘3663’’. 
Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 104–132, § 205(d)(2)(A), reenacted 

heading without change and amended text generally. 

Prior to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘The order of 

restitution under this section shall direct that—
‘‘(A) the defendant pay to the victim (through the 

appropriate court mechanism) the full amount of the 

victim’s losses as determined by the court, pursuant 

to paragraph (3); and 

‘‘(B) the United States Attorney enforce the res-

titution order by all available and reasonable 

means.’’

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 104–132, § 205(d)(2)(B), struck 

out ‘‘by victim’’ after ‘‘Enforcement’’ in heading and 

amended text generally. Prior to amendment, text read 

as follows: ‘‘An order of restitution also may be en-

forced by a victim named in the order to receive the 

restitution in the same manner as a judgment in a civil 

action.’’

Subsec. (b)(4)(C), (D). Pub. L. 104–132, § 205(d)(2)(C), 

struck out subpars. (C) and (D), which related to 

court’s consideration of economic circumstances of de-

fendant in determining schedule of payment of restitu-

tion orders, and court’s entry of nominal restitution 

awards where economic circumstances of defendant do 

not allow for payment of restitution, respectively. 

Subsec. (b)(5) to (10). Pub. L. 104–132, § 205(d)(2)(D), 

struck out pars. (5) to (10), which related, respectively, 

to more than 1 offender, more than 1 victim, payment 

schedule, setoff, effect on other sources of compensa-

tion, and condition of probation or supervised release. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–132, § 205(d)(3), (4), added sub-

sec. (c) and struck out former subsec. (c) which read as 

follows: ‘‘AFFIDAVIT.—Within 60 days after conviction 

and, in any event, not later than 10 days before sen-

tencing, the United States Attorney (or such Attor-

ney’s delegate), after consulting with the victim, shall 

prepare and file an affidavit with the court listing the 

amounts subject to restitution under this section. The 

affidavit shall be signed by the United States Attorney 

(or the delegate) and the victim. Should the victim ob-

ject to any of the information included in the affidavit, 

the United States Attorney (or the delegate) shall ad-

vise the victim that the victim may file a separate affi-

davit and assist the victim in the preparation of the af-

fidavit.’’

Subsecs. (d) to (g). Pub. L. 104–132, § 205(d)(3), struck 

out subsecs. (d) to (g), which related, respectively, to 

objection, additional documentation and testimony, 

final determination of losses, and restitution in addi-

tion to punishment.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–132 effective, to extent 

constitutionally permissible, for sentencing pro-

ceedings in cases in which defendant is convicted on or 

after Apr. 24, 1996, see section 211 of Pub. L. 104–132, set 

out as a note under section 2248 of this title. 

§ 2265. Full faith and credit given to protection 
orders 

(a) FULL FAITH AND CREDIT.—Any protection 
order issued that is consistent with subsection 
(b) of this section by the court of one State, In-
dian tribe, or territory (the issuing State, Indian 
tribe, or territory) shall be accorded full faith 
and credit by the court of another State, Indian 
tribe, or territory (the enforcing State, Indian 
tribe, or territory) and enforced by the court 
and law enforcement personnel of the other 
State, Indian tribal government or Territory 1 as 
if it were the order of the enforcing State or 
tribe. 

(b) PROTECTION ORDER.—A protection order 
issued by a State, tribal, or territorial court is 
consistent with this subsection if—

(1) such court has jurisdiction over the par-
ties and matter under the law of such State, 
Indian tribe, or territory; and 
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(2) reasonable notice and opportunity to be 
heard is given to the person against whom the 
order is sought sufficient to protect that per-
son’s right to due process. In the case of ex 
parte orders, notice and opportunity to be 
heard must be provided within the time re-
quired by State, tribal, or territorial law, and 
in any event within a reasonable time after 
the order is issued, sufficient to protect the re-
spondent’s due process rights.

(c) CROSS OR COUNTER PETITION.—A protection 
order issued by a State, tribal, or territorial 
court against one who has petitioned, filed a 
complaint, or otherwise filed a written pleading 
for protection against abuse by a spouse or inti-
mate partner is not entitled to full faith and 
credit if—

(1) no cross or counter petition, complaint, 
or other written pleading was filed seeking 
such a protection order; or 

(2) a cross or counter petition has been filed 
and the court did not make specific findings 
that each party was entitled to such an order.

(d) NOTIFICATION AND REGISTRATION.—

(1) NOTIFICATION.—A State, Indian tribe, or 
territory according full faith and credit to an 
order by a court of another State, Indian tribe, 
or territory shall not notify or require notifi-
cation of the party against whom a protection 
order has been issued that the protection order 
has been registered or filed in that enforcing 
State, tribal, or territorial jurisdiction unless 
requested to do so by the party protected 
under such order. 

(2) NO PRIOR REGISTRATION OR FILING AS PRE-
REQUISITE FOR ENFORCEMENT.—Any protection 
order that is otherwise consistent with this 
section shall be accorded full faith and credit, 
notwithstanding failure to comply with any 
requirement that the order be registered or 
filed in the enforcing State, tribal, or terri-
torial jurisdiction. 

(3) LIMITS ON INTERNET PUBLICATION OF REG-
ISTRATION INFORMATION.—A State, Indian 
tribe, or territory shall not make available 
publicly on the Internet any information re-
garding the registration, filing of a petition 
for, or issuance of a protection order, restrain-
ing order or injunction, restraining order, or 
injunction in either the issuing or enforcing 
State, tribal or territorial jurisdiction, if such 
publication would be likely to publicly reveal 
the identity or location of the party protected 
under such order. A State, Indian tribe, or ter-
ritory may share court-generated and law en-
forcement-generated information contained in 
secure, governmental registries for protection 
order enforcement purposes.

(e) TRIBAL COURT JURISDICTION.—For purposes 
of this section, a court of an Indian tribe shall 
have full civil jurisdiction to issue and enforce 
protection orders involving any person, includ-
ing the authority to enforce any orders through 
civil contempt proceedings, to exclude violators 
from Indian land, and to use other appropriate 
mechanisms, in matters arising anywhere in the 
Indian country of the Indian tribe (as defined in 
section 1151) or otherwise within the authority 
of the Indian tribe. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 40221(a), Sept. 
13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1930; amended Pub. L. 106–386, 
div. B, title I, § 1101(b)(4), Oct. 28, 2000, 114 Stat. 
1493; Pub. L. 109–162, title I, § 106(a)–(c), Jan. 5, 
2006, 119 Stat. 2981, 2982; Pub. L. 109–271, § 2(n), 
Aug. 12, 2006, 120 Stat. 754; Pub. L. 113–4, title IX, 
§ 905, Mar. 7, 2013, 127 Stat. 124.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 113–4 added subsec. (e) and 

struck out former subsec. (e). Prior to amendment, text 

read as follows: ‘‘For purposes of this section, a tribal 

court shall have full civil jurisdiction to enforce pro-

tection orders, including authority to enforce any or-

ders through civil contempt proceedings, exclusion of 

violators from Indian lands, and other appropriate 

mechanisms, in matters arising within the authority of 

the tribe.’’

2006—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(a)(1), (b), sub-

stituted ‘‘, Indian tribe, or territory’’ for ‘‘or Indian 

tribe’’ wherever appearing and ‘‘and enforced by the 

court and law enforcement personnel of the other 

State, Indian tribal government or Territory as if it 

were’’ for ‘‘and enforced as if it were’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(a)(2), substituted 

‘‘State, tribal, or territorial’’ for ‘‘State or tribal’’ in 

introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(a)(1), substituted 

‘‘, Indian tribe, or territory’’ for ‘‘or Indian tribe’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(a)(2), substituted 

‘‘State, tribal, or territorial’’ for ‘‘State or tribal’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(a)(2), substituted 

‘‘State, tribal, or territorial’’ for ‘‘State or tribal’’ in 

introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(a), substituted 

‘‘, Indian tribe, or territory’’ for ‘‘or Indian tribe’’ in 

two places and ‘‘State, tribal, or territorial’’ for ‘‘State 

or tribal’’. 

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(a)(2), substituted 

‘‘State, tribal, or territorial’’ for ‘‘State or tribal’’. 

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 109–271, which directed amend-

ment of section 106(c) of Pub. L. 109–162 by substituting 

‘‘the registration, filing of a petition for, or issuance of 

a protection order, restraining order or injunction’’ for 

‘‘the registration or filing of a protection order’’, was 

executed by making the substitution in par. (3), which 

was added by section 106(c) of Pub. L. 109–162, to reflect 

the probable intent of Congress. 

Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(c), added par. (3). 

2000—Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 106–386 added subsecs. 

(d) and (e).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

SPECIAL RULE FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA 

Pub. L. 113–4, title IX, § 910, Mar. 7, 2013, 127 Stat. 126, 

which provided that, in the State of Alaska, the amend-

ments made by sections 904 and 905 of Pub. L. 113–4, 

which related to tribal jurisdiction over crimes of do-

mestic violence and over issuance of protection orders, 

applied only to the Indian country of the Metlakatla 

Indian Community, Annette Island Reserve, was re-

pealed by Pub. L. 113–275, Dec. 18, 2014, 128 Stat. 2988. 

§ 2265A. Repeat offenders 

(a) MAXIMUM TERM OF IMPRISONMENT.—The 
maximum term of imprisonment for a violation 
of this chapter after a prior domestic violence or 
stalking offense shall be twice the term other-
wise provided under this chapter. 

(b) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this section—
(1) the term ‘‘prior domestic violence or 

stalking offense’’ means a conviction for an of-
fense—
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(A) under section 2261, 2261A, or 2262 of this 
chapter; or 

(B) under State or tribal law for an offense 
consisting of conduct that would have been 
an offense under a section referred to in sub-
paragraph (A) if the conduct had occurred 
within the special maritime and territorial 
jurisdiction of the United States, or in inter-
state or foreign commerce; and

(2) the term ‘‘State’’ means a State of the 
United States, the District of Columbia, or 
any commonwealth, territory, or possession of 
the United States. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–162, title I, § 115, Jan. 5, 2006, 
119 Stat. 2988; amended Pub. L. 113–4, title IX, 
§ 906(c), Mar. 7, 2013, 127 Stat. 125.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Subsec. (b)(1)(B). Pub. L. 113–4 inserted ‘‘or trib-

al’’ after ‘‘State’’. 

§ 2266. Definitions 

In this chapter: 
(1) BODILY INJURY.—The term ‘‘bodily in-

jury’’ means any act, except one done in self-
defense, that results in physical injury or sex-
ual abuse. 

(2) COURSE OF CONDUCT.—The term ‘‘course of 
conduct’’ means a pattern of conduct com-
posed of 2 or more acts, evidencing a con-
tinuity of purpose. 

(3) ENTER OR LEAVE INDIAN COUNTRY.—The 
term ‘‘enter or leave Indian country’’ includes 
leaving the jurisdiction of 1 tribal government 
and entering the jurisdiction of another tribal 
government. 

(4) INDIAN COUNTRY.—The term ‘‘Indian coun-
try’’ has the meaning stated in section 1151 of 
this title. 

(5) PROTECTION ORDER.—The term ‘‘protec-
tion order’’ includes—

(A) any injunction, restraining order, or 
any other order issued by a civil or criminal 
court for the purpose of preventing violent 
or threatening acts or harassment against, 
sexual violence, or contact or communica-
tion with or physical proximity to, another 
person, including any temporary or final 
order issued by a civil or criminal court 
whether obtained by filing an independent 
action or as a pendente lite order in another 
proceeding so long as any civil or criminal 
order was issued in response to a complaint, 
petition, or motion filed by or on behalf of a 
person seeking protection; and 

(B) any support, child custody or visita-
tion provisions, orders, remedies or relief 
issued as part of a protection order, restrain-
ing order, or injunction pursuant to State, 
tribal, territorial, or local law authorizing 
the issuance of protection orders, restrain-
ing orders, or injunctions for the protection 
of victims of domestic violence, sexual as-
sault, dating violence, or stalking.

(6) SERIOUS BODILY INJURY.—The term ‘‘seri-
ous bodily injury’’ has the meaning stated in 
section 2119(2). 

(7) SPOUSE OR INTIMATE PARTNER.—The term 
‘‘spouse or intimate partner’’ includes—

(A) for purposes of—
(i) sections other than 2261A—

(I) a spouse or former spouse of the 
abuser, a person who shares a child in 
common with the abuser, and a person 
who cohabits or has cohabited as a 
spouse with the abuser; or 

(II) a person who is or has been in a so-
cial relationship of a romantic or inti-
mate nature with the abuser, as deter-
mined by the length of the relationship, 
the type of relationship, and the fre-
quency of interaction between the per-
sons involved in the relationship; and

(ii) section 2261A—
(I) a spouse or former spouse of the tar-

get of the stalking, a person who shares 
a child in common with the target of the 
stalking, and a person who cohabits or 
has cohabited as a spouse with the target 
of the stalking; or 

(II) a person who is or has been in a so-
cial relationship of a romantic or inti-
mate nature with the target of the stalk-
ing, as determined by the length of the 
relationship, the type of the relation-
ship, and the frequency of interaction 
between the persons involved in the rela-
tionship.1 

(B) any other person similarly situated to 
a spouse who is protected by the domestic or 
family violence laws of the State or tribal 
jurisdiction in which the injury occurred or 
where the victim resides.

(8) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ includes a 
State of the United States, the District of Co-
lumbia, and a commonwealth, territory, or 
possession of the United States. 

(9) TRAVEL IN INTERSTATE OR FOREIGN COM-
MERCE.—The term ‘‘travel in interstate or for-
eign commerce’’ does not include travel from 
1 State to another by an individual who is a 
member of an Indian tribe and who remains at 
all times in the territory of the Indian tribe of 
which the individual is a member. 

(10) DATING PARTNER.—The term ‘‘dating 
partner’’ refers to a person who is or has been 
in a social relationship of a romantic or inti-
mate nature with the abuser. The existence of 
such a relationship is based on a consideration 
of—

(A) the length of the relationship; and 
(B) the type of relationship; and 
(C) the frequency of interaction between 

the persons involved in the relationship.

(11) PET.—The term ‘‘pet’’ means a domes-
ticated animal, such as a dog, cat, bird, ro-
dent, fish, turtle, or other animal that is kept 
for pleasure rather than for commercial pur-
poses. 

(12) EMOTIONAL SUPPORT ANIMAL.—The term 
‘‘emotional support animal’’ means an animal 
that is covered by the exclusion specified in 
section 5.303 of title 24, Code of Federal Regu-
lations (or a successor regulation), and that is 
not a service animal. 

(13) SERVICE ANIMAL.—The term ‘‘service ani-
mal’’ has the meaning given the term in sec-
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tion 36.104 of title 28, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or a successor regulation). 

(Added Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 40221(a), Sept. 
13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1931; amended Pub. L. 106–386, 
div. B, title I, § 1107(d), Oct. 28, 2000, 114 Stat. 
1499; Pub. L. 109–162, title I, §§ 106(d), 116(b), Jan. 
5, 2006, 119 Stat. 2982, 2988; Pub. L. 109–271, § 2(c), 
(i), Aug. 12, 2006, 120 Stat. 752; Pub. L. 115–334, 
title XII, § 12502(a)(4), Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 
4983.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pars. (11) to (13). Pub. L. 115–334 added pars. (11) 

to (13). 
2006—Par. (5). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(d)(1), added par. (5) 

and struck out heading and text of former par. (5). Text 

read as follows: ‘‘The term ‘protection order’ includes 

any injunction or other order issued for the purpose of 

preventing violent or threatening acts or harassment 

against, or contact or communication with or physical 

proximity to, another person, including any temporary 

or final order issued by a civil and criminal court 

(other than a support or child custody order issued pur-

suant to State divorce and child custody laws, except 

to the extent that such an order is entitled to full faith 

and credit under other Federal law) whether obtained 

by filing an independent action or as a pendente lite 

order in another proceeding so long as any civil order 

was issued in response to a complaint, petition, or mo-

tion filed by or on behalf of a person seeking protec-

tion.’’
Par. (7)(A). Pub. L. 109–162, § 106(d)(2), which directed 

amendment of cls. (i) and (ii) by substituting ‘‘2261A—
‘‘(I) a spouse or former spouse of the abuser, a per-

son who shares a child in common with the abuser, 

and a person who cohabits or has cohabited as a 

spouse with the abuser; or 
‘‘(II) a person who is or has been in a social rela-

tionship of a romantic or intimate nature with the 

abuser, as determined by the length of the relation-

ship, the type of relationship, and the frequency of 

interaction between the persons involved in the rela-

tionship’’
for ‘‘2261A, a spouse or former spouse of the abuser, a 

person who shares a child in common with the abuser, 

and a person who cohabits or has cohabited as a spouse 

with the abuser’’, was executed only to cl. (i) to reflect 

the probable intent of Congress because the quoted lan-

guage to be deleted does not appear in cl. (ii). 
Par. (7)(A)(ii). Pub. L. 109–271, § 2(c), added cl. (ii) and 

struck out former cl. (ii) which read as follows: ‘‘sec-

tion 2261A, a spouse or former spouse of the target of 

the stalking, a person who shares a child in common 

with the target of the stalking, and a person who co-

habits or has cohabited as a spouse with the target of 

the stalking; and’’. 
Par. (10). Pub. L. 109–271, § 2(i), substituted ‘‘. The ex-

istence of such a relationship is’’ for ‘‘and the existence 

of such a relationship’’ in introductory provisions. 
Pub. L. 109–162, § 116(b), added par. (10). 
2000—Pub. L. 106–386 reenacted section catchline 

without change and amended text generally. Prior to 

amendment, text defined ‘‘bodily injury’’, ‘‘Indian 

country’’, ‘‘protection order’’, ‘‘spouse or intimate 

partner’’, ‘‘State’’, and ‘‘travel across State lines’’.

CHAPTER 111—SHIPPING 

Sec. 

2271. Conspiracy to destroy vessels. 
2272. Destruction of vessel by owner. 
2273. Destruction of vessel by nonowner. 
2274. Destruction or misuse of vessel by person in 

charge. 
2275. Firing or tampering with vessel.1

2276. Breaking and entering vessel. 
2277. Explosives or dangerous weapons aboard ves-

sels. 
2278. Explosives on vessels carrying steerage pas-

sengers. 
2279. Boarding vessels before arrival. 
2280. Violence against maritime navigation. 
2280a. Violence against maritime navigation and 

maritime transport involving weapons of 

mass destruction. 
2281. Violence against maritime fixed platforms. 
2281a. Additional offenses against maritime fixed 

platforms. 
2282A. Devices or dangerous substances in waters of 

the United States likely to destroy or dam-

age ships or to interfere with maritime 

commerce. 
2282B. Violence against aids to maritime navigation. 
2283. Transportation of explosive, chemical, bio-

logical, or radioactive or nuclear mate-

rials.1

2284. Transportation of terrorists. 
2285. Operation of submersible vessel or semi-sub-

mersible vessel without nationality 2 

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2015—Pub. L. 114–23, title VIII, §§ 802(b), 804(b), June 2, 

2015, 129 Stat. 307, 308, added items 2280a and 2281a. 
2008—Pub. L. 110–407, title I, § 102(b), Oct. 13, 2008, 122 

Stat. 4298, added item 2285. 
2006—Pub. L. 109–177, title III, §§ 304(b)(2), 305(b), Mar. 

9, 2006, 120 Stat. 235, 237, added items 2282B, 2283, and 

2284. 
Pub. L. 109–177, title III, § 304(a)(2), Mar. 9, 2006, 120 

Stat. 235, which directed amendment of table of sec-

tions for this chapter by adding item 2282A after item 

2282, was executed by adding item 2282A after item 2281 

to reflect the probable intent of Congress, because 

there is no item 2282. 
1994—Pub. L. 103–322, title VI, § 60019(b), Sept. 13, 1994, 

108 Stat. 1979, added items 2280 and 2281. 
1990—Pub. L. 101–647, title XXXV, § 3566, Nov. 29, 1990, 

104 Stat. 4928, substituted ‘‘vessels’’ for ‘‘vessel’’ in 

item 2271. 

§ 2271. Conspiracy to destroy vessels 

Whoever, on the high seas, or within the 
United States, willfully and corruptly conspires, 
combines, and confederates with any other per-
son, such other person being either within or 
without the United States, to cast away or oth-
erwise destroy any vessel, with intent to injure 
any person that may have underwritten or may 
thereafter underwrite any policy of insurance 
thereon or on goods on board thereof, or with in-
tent to injure any person that has lent or ad-
vanced, or may lend or advance, any money on 
such vessel on bottomry or respondentia; or 

Whoever, within the United States, builds, or 
fits out any vessel to be cast away or destroyed, 
with like intent—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned 
not more than ten years, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 803; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 487 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 296, 35 Stat. 1146). 
Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in 

the alternative. 
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